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August 2, 2018 
Dear Comet Families,  
 

With our Open House for “Meet the Teacher” occurring next Thursday, August 9th, from 9:00AM-12:00PM, 
our teachers and staff members are putting the final touches to be ready for our year-long ROCK concert. I 
wanted to take this opportunity to give you some updates from around the school and announce some of 
the changes and refinements we have made to our Amazing school.  
 

First, our brand new playground is completed and has passed inspection. It is ready for use on the first day 
of school. It is quite an extraordinary accomplishment that our Comet Family raised the funds and got it 
built in two school years! We have developed a schedule that will ensure that all students get to use the 
new playground at least once a week. Depending on locations and times, many grade levels will get to use it 
multiple times a week. As in previous years, our students will still all have 20 minutes of recess each day.   
 

Our school roof is still under construction. Due to weather delays, and limited time for demolition and 
installation, it will still not be altogether complete in time for the first day of school. Materials will be 
secured and workers will not be installing the work during school hours. After our roof is complete, a new 
perimeter fence will be installed. This fence will increase security and will help limit access to our campus.  
 

In order to increase safety, our school dismissal procedures will look differently in 2018-2019. In the past, 
we had allowed students to wait along curbs for cars and buses. Parents were able to meet walkers in 
several different spots. Starting this year, once dismissal begins, all students will be kept inside school 
buildings at designated locations. Daycare vans and school buses will be escorted to buses as they arrive. 
Car riding students will be called to have friendly staff escort them to designated car pick up spots. Walkers 
and bike riding students will be escorted to one of three areas where parents are allowed to wait. North 
walkers/bike riders will be escorted to the north bike rack. Central walkers/bike riders will be escorted to 
bike rack in front of building 6. South walkers/bike riders will be escorted to that same building 6 bike rack 
and escorted to the area just south of the kindergarten playground.  
 

We anticipate that this will be an adjustment for students and families alike. In the early going, we also 
expect it to take longer, but we expect that to improve rapidly. However, we ask for your patience and 
understanding. Not only do these procedures increase safety, they proactively help with changes that were 
sure to occur once a fence is added to our school.  
 

Each student will again be putting together an album of his/her growth. I hope you agree with our school 
contention that a student’s growth shouldn’t be measured only by test scores. This year, our albums will be 
called ROCK albums with five sections because our Comets are  

 Reflective (This section allows to think about and share who they are.)  

 On track to grow (In this section, students will chart their growth on school measures like iReady.) 

 Creative (This section allows for creativity to be shown and highlighted.) 

 Kind (It is so important to ensure that our Comets are kind and they get to highlight in this section.) 

 Successful (Our Comets will use this section to celebrate their amazing accomplishments.) 
 

Halley and Cosmo are back and getting ready to ROCK! Be on the lookout for them hiding around campus 
dressed as famous ROCK stars (Comets). Students that find them will help them rock out by reading to them 
for 20 minutes or more. Once completed, parents or teachers can sign off and students can come pick up a 
prize from the front office.  
 

Our six Orbits (Challenger, Orion, Mercury, Endeavour, Titan, and Supernova) continue to be a big part of 
keeping our school connected. We will be holding a contest soon to reimagine their respective 
logos/mascots. EARTH, SPACE TEAMS, and iReady will continue to be major aspects of our school schedule. 
Through these programs, we help ensure all students receive the intervention and enrichment needed.  
 

I can hear the band warming up! Cosmo and Halley are ready and I am too. Let’s ROCK!   

 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Windish 
Daniel H. Windish, Ed.D.  
Principal 
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Carillon ROCKS!!!! 


