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September 18, 2018 
Dear Comet Families,  
 

In comparing this year to last year’s calendar, I noticed that we have had a mostly uneventful opening to our 
school year. For reference, at this point last year, we were dealing with Hurricane Irma and the recovery. (If you 
have friends or families impacted by Hurricane Florence, please let us know if there is something we can do. Our 
Student Council will be leading some helpful drives in coming weeks and I know our students want to make a 
difference.) We had also survived the Solar Eclipse that occurred during dismissal that prevented students from 
walking home safely on that day. In comparison to eclipses and hurricanes, changing dismissal procedures and a 
few rainy afternoons seems to be relatively easy for our community to handle. 
 

Uneventful doesn’t have to be boring. Our PTA Family Art Night, last Friday, was a huge success! I estimate that 
we had close to 400 people here enjoying the great activities and watching students create. Thank you to 
everyone that made that event possible, by either running a station, helping with pizzas, or just showing up to 
the event! As principal, I know that I felt the good vibes and community building the entire evening. School Board 
Member Abby Sanchez, who attended the event, felt it and commented on it too.  
 

Every once in a while, as I attend Parent/Teacher conferences or speak with a concerned parent, I do hear the 
comment, “My child is bored at school.” To some, that may seem like an insult or a negative comment about our 
school. It can definitely be taken that way. However, I choose to think of it as an opportunity- an opportunity to 
better our school learning environment. The first thing to do is to figure out why the student is bored. 
 

There are many reasons why a student gets bored. She could find the activities too easy. If there is no challenge 
in it, why be interested? He could believe that he doesn’t need to be learning about the topic. Is it really useful in 
the real world?  She could be struggling with the content and boredom is the excuse to shut down. Is it easier to 
say, “I’m bored,” than “I need more help?”  And, there are those times that some of the content is boring. Our 
kindergarten and 1st grade teachers teach phonics, but is learning the sounds that vowels make when there is a 
silent ‘e’ all that exciting when compared to Fortnight Dances?   
 

At Carillon, we have taken great strides in having structures in place to help combat possible boredom. Our 
Learning Commons has a 21st Century Classroom that we call the Collaboratory. It has all sorts of fun furniture 
and devices. It also has a MakerSpace where students can build, create, and even look into the insides of devices. 
Don’t forget that there is a Lego Wall! Fifth graders are all taught Math and Science in our STEM Lab Classrooms. 
Starting this Wednesday, our students will all be part of the SPACE TEAMS, where they will get to learn about 
something related to STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) just because they thought it 
sounded interesting. Each day, I see examples of creative things going on in classrooms. We have many ingenious 
teachers that have ways to make required content, like Text-Based Writing, Grammar, or Silent ‘e’ fun for our 
students. The crazy principal hides things all around campus for students to find as they are walking in and out of 
classrooms. Oh, and did I mention we have a brand-new playground that the community rallied behind to help 
enhance our state required 20 minutes of recess each day?  
 

Now, thanks to our PTA, we are looking at adding to our slate of non-boring things by fundraising for some 
Google Expedition mobile lab kits. These kits are 3-D, Virtual Reality Sets that can transform any classroom into 
an amazing field trip experience. How cool will it be if a teacher is teaching students about Coral Reefs and then 
can transport students to see what the Great Barrier Reef looks like? Or, if students are learning about Native 
American tribes and then can be transported to an actual village to see one up close? This technology (or 
something similar) is available and should be part of any school’s environment- especially if that school wants to 
continue to be recognized as a leader for innovation and engaging instruction. These kits would open up so many 
possibilities for all of our students.   
 

So, I hope that you will consider supporting our “Comet Challenge” in coming weeks. The fundraising starts on 
September 20th and culminates in a fun, physical challenge designed by Coach Zapata on Friday, October 5th.  We 
do not hold other main fundraisers for our school throughout the year. The Comet Challenge also helps to 
support and fund our family events, like PTA Family Art Night and Bike Rodeo, which are held throughout the 
school year.   
 

Will having 3-D Virtual Reality Sets keep students from ever saying, “I’m bored” again? Probably not. But are they 
tools that have the potential to transform our instruction and learning environment? Absolutely. ROCK On!  
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Windish 

Daniel H. Windish, Ed.D.  
Principal 

 

 


